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, THE NAVAL FIGHT OFF THE 
| YALOO. 


‘Seetetetienen 


Tue following more detailed aceount 


jof this action has been obtained by our | 


— correspondent in the north from 
an officer who was present :— 


WMG fleet was ordered to convoy the 
transports from Talienhwan to the Yaloo. 


On arriving . “anengion it learned of 
the Chigitse defe; pat Pingyang, hence 
the haste t get tth @troops across. On 
arrivil ? Goff t le YaloWon the afternoon 
of the 160, 8 A: were sent 
‘inside wit is rd a.< isembark their 
1 the utm , the fleet } 
oring ter vile e the harbour. 
It consisted of tens seer Tt bagyuen, 
Chényuen, Chi. finan, 
yuen, B ngyuen,, eG yung, Yan 
io aN es 


wangping, ‘and gt gunboats | 


to guard the harbour 
was the position until 


was seen at 10 o'clock, and recognised 
ome from the Japanese fleet: At 
‘we made out twelve ships 


my. _At ‘five miles distance we 

They approached in 
divisions line ahead, dis- 
ing closer, they tried 


! es y the ata 


bout 0.30 p.m. 


The Concussion of t e first dise ee | 


threy every one off the bride ze, ‘When 


eight points to 
singe line ah 


Mice ie hk Ca anes “RY J 
PB TE a AS 


) mor fad of the 17th, when smoke} 


ships according to} 


p ied seven knots. | 


esate es _ 


ee 


in the direction of the 


P to form 


a having completed one circle, 


—dithe latter an 


eaped unhurt. Unable to keep pace 
rith the enemy, our aim was to follow 
@ Japanese moveménts, keeping posi- 
i with our bow to the enemy, they 
ing round and maintaining a heavy | 
Somiarieent the Chinese fleet. 
The thick of the fight was borne by 
— six ships of the Ywen class, includ- 
ng the two ironclads, The Japanese 
auled | 
off to 8,000 yards, and went through | 
evolution with the object of separat- | 
‘ing into two divisions, the first con- 
‘sisting of the seven best-known swift 
cruisers, the second of five inferior ships 
which stood off some distance. Now 
the Chihyuen left the line, steering 
across our bow, making straight for a 
Japanese, which sank ; the Kingytien 
followed, and then their res pective 
sister ships. The battle then arranged 
itself in two groups, the four cruisers 
becoming engaged with the second 
division, the two ironclads with the 
first division. The fighting with the 
second division “was irtegular and 
difficult to to follow, and ended with the 


Japanese d: disappearing towards the island ; 
of Yangtao. The fight®between the) 
first division and the Chinese ironclads 
was carried on by the Japanese circling 
round at a distance of 4,500 yards, the 

and, Ohényuen keeping to- 


Ea 
aotier, aud following the enemy’s move- 


merits in a smaller circle, the whole 
taking a spiral form. Occasionally the | 
distance diminished to 2,000, and) 
once to 1,200 yards. ‘he aim of the 
| Japanese was to keep the distance long, 
making the most of their superior speed 
and their quick-firing guns, in which 
_jtheir armament vastly excelled the 
‘| Chingse. Our object was to get to 
close quarters with our slow-firing guns 
{of great calibre. We now observed the 
Chihyuen suddenly heel over and 
sink in a few minutes, probably 
}from a chance shot from the enemy's 
first. division. We saw the Kingyuen 
and Laiyuen on fire, and the Chaoyung 
jand Yangwei far off towards the 
shore, with the Chingywen in_ the 
same direction. Firing continued be- 
j tween the Chinese ironclads and the 
|Japanese first division until nearly 
|five, the quick-firing guns giving 
immense ay 4 
scattering showers of splinters, setting 
the ships frequently on fire, riddling 
jeverything not protected. We saw 
during the action one small Japanese 
‘with her two propellers in the air and | 
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| her bow nearly under, and another badly 


jon fire, apparently sinking. ‘he Yoshino 
on Matsushima were burning, the 

ormer badly. After receiving two shots 
a 6 the Tsiyuen and Chenyuen, 
, enveloped in a cloud of 

te mae, was lying heavily on the 
- Which was completely covering 

~ We waited for’ the cloud to 
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having no armour, 


fired 197 rounds 


to 


, and 268 rounds fom 


Zt 
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‘ing of the fore t 5 t 
Japanese ceased firing, and we ob- 
served the distance increasing ra 

and failed to diminish it, 

saw the Japanese ch 

westerly towards the islands of Yangta 
and Haiyuentao, We followed them 
for an hour, and saw them change their 
course to the sout : a8 of the 
‘second division of - 


|joined the first. We fo 
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‘their smoke was. vis 
turned, and were }0i 


mater ‘circumference of the. 
+ tors do boat fired three 
Suteffect. The Chényuen 

in the action at an 
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enjoining the protection of foreigners issued at 
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request. 
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the Abs September. ‘I'he debarkation 


\ under cover of the torpedo vessels 


thos some (has. 8008 N. 
1 4.9 E). It must be noted that 
dmiralty chart of 1860 is alto- 


rong in the local ome raphy ; 
not only does it miss th es 
ald ether but it misplaces the Yalvo, 
wa is ak ~~ 4 the 
dings and chartography of the 

whole coast’ thereabouts. "The Japan- 
nese, with that prevision which pre- 
cludes the element of luck, carefully 
surveyed the coast two or three years 
ur : ago; the = ord - ti Arthur 
| 2 -elix | has u inese to 
the tot does not "arose, 2 follow waar Me but without success. 
: ) have Steam was kept up, when at noon on 
Monday, the 17th ofSeptemLer,a cloud of 
ae vi gon black smoke which Japan- 
es off showed the approach 
et from the south ; the Ad- 
al _ History, miral at once hed anchor, drew up 
sttu ) naval supremacy of his squadron in a i roughly like 
thet future ve iagt dec ded by | - battl an obtuse angle with the two armoured 
shfpa; if this be so, then the great cruci ships at the apex, and advanced to 
te sat of the modern conditions for fig give battle. The Japanese came on in 
Ss line and carried out a series of evolu- 
tions with beautiful precision; the 

‘tactics of both sides ate too highly. 

technical for the lay mind to grasp but 

ip common speech they may be resolved | 

‘into this. (1) The Japanese having 

a —the modern equivalent 

the weather-gauge—kept circling 

the eg enlarging their, 
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knots, two 8} guns, two 
four-tons, and seven maching@uns) took | 
fire soon after this, but hee eaptai 
cing a disabled Japanese 
near him (most probably the same vessel 


lthat the Chikymen tried to tam) he 


came up intending to. capture or 
sink her, but was incautious enough 
to cross the line of her torpedo — 
tube at a' short distance. The Jap- 
anese thereupon shot her only bolt 
and sure enough blew the Kingyuen 
up; out of a complement of 270 odd, 
some seven only are known to have 
escaped. One account says that this 
fine vessel perished from fire, but sybse-— 
quent information from Port Arthur | 
gives this more accurate version of 
her end, though it is true she was badly 
on fire. With regard to this disabled 
Japanese not one of our informants here 
will deliberately say “I myself saw-her 
founder,” but without exception they 
all maintain that she sank soon after 
the destruction of the Kingyuen. The 
notorious Fong, the reinstated " 
ofthe 7siyuen, again distinguished him- 
self by his devotion to the white feather; 
all the foreign survivors are very silent 
on this subject, but there is no doubt 
whatever that this poor creature signal- 


led early in the day that his ship was 


badly struck, and that he then promptly 
took her omt.of action: In ‘doing 30 he 
ran precipitately into. the shallows, 

e Elswick-built 1 diser Yang- | 
twenty-five-tom’ guns, four 45°, ten 
| 1a ities, strug- 


7 


Ve R 


OF ‘ong § na’ Lu0n 
and pilotage were bout equa otk 
courage ; finding his soundings suddenly 
change he altered his helm and fairly 
rammed his unhappy colleague; escap- 
ing himself, however, with a damage 

w. The Yangwei's qrow (21 
were nearly all lost, and 


herself now lies in about 4$ fathoms 
on a straight keel, with her tops, 
and lighter guns out of the water, 
and her turret or barbetté just awash. 
She was seen in that position four days 
after the battle by the returning trans- 


8 we quit ourselves of this pol- 
- . gh tite : 


=F 


and kept so keen an eye aft that at 
/11 pm. he ran on. to a reef some 20 
miles E. of Talienhwan Bay ; and for all 
that is known he is ¢ still, although 

Japa nese scout 


there is a rumour that a 
has since put a torpedo into him. 
The desertion of these two ships would 
have reduted the Chinese to seven but. 
they were reinforced by the vessels. 
from inshore and later on by the 
torpedo vessels, four in number, One 
of these two ships, the Yangwei, was, as 
we have seen, rammed by the Tsiyuen, 
‘the other, the Chaoyung, a sister ship, 
soon took fire and also got into shoal 
water where she burnt completel out ; 
more than 100 men were take “off by a 
torpedo vessel, but some of her crew 
were killed ; the vessel is now visible. 
«bless shell, jast ale @ wash of 
1@ sea at low water. This completes 
the list~of Chinese cagualtie 
im and 
_The torpedo boats’ foand some 
difficulty in joining the fray; the loss 
of the halyards, and in some cases of 
colours made it difficult to distinguish 
‘friend from foe ; but the young officers 
in charge did well and acted fally up 
to their instructions to keep well uhder 


then dart out under a 
Unfortunately for 


Cm F% 


out, their possible 
competing Setngin t 


rose rapidly, and | 


ve as it. was: 5 sustained, owing to: 
d coolnes: of a foreign ex- | 

Lip $ SU tures were 
‘alt pl Y y ores, , and a shell 
struck the spindle of the Mrydraule | gear 
of ot t cu putting it out of 
f et With this exception it is 
am ialve to find how little damage 
‘the heavy fire did to “the guns and 
machinery. Only thfee guns were 
dis mounted i in the whole Chinese fleet, 
nd in no case were the engines, 
boilers, or hydraulic machinery (Chén- 
yuen excepted) injured. No casualties 
are reported from the engine rooms, 
where the behaviour was excellent. 
The Laiynen (a sister ship to the King- 


superstructure damaged by fire a 
shell more than any ship i in the Hees, ar 
‘was an appalling sight in Port Arth 
the foreigners who have seen her ¢ le ‘ 
it a marvel that she could ever ha 
: brought into port, so ectiplele|y 
wrecked is all the deck gear. Essential- 
ly however the shi 
hull, armament, = 

The Tingyuen (A 
144 knots, four 37 ton Krupp guns, two 
4 ton do., eight machine guns) was the 
scene of some striking episodes. A heavy 
shell supposed but not known to be on 
the ricochet, struck the fighting top, 
killing instantly he 7 men in it, and 
knocking the entire gear 10 
Another shot in its vag 
did not break the ste 
killed poc + Nahe 
of the R | 


a ies to 
oe C take or 
_- hile he went below. 
latter g a by the bye, be- 
aved. wit! a F vutences coolness and 
llantry, pete — his exertions 
ab. terrific tere: was-got under for- 
rd when it hed ger but obtained the 


. be 
ter 
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in build and armament) had her 


° coe sound both in 
hip, 7,430 tons, 


shell, an incident which prof 
affected the brave old soldier. The 
young Customs officer had the drum of 
his ear broken and some other wounds. 
his gentleman had been the exponent 


—s 


firmer discipline and constant fire 
ween ever since he had joined the 
flagship, but was continually thwarted 
by his Chinese colleagues. After the 
battle they were effusive and sincere 
both in their apologies and thanks ; five 


‘| hours of fighting has completely changed 


their views, and they now profess re- 
gret for former failings as well as zeal for 
ja new departure. One of the most 
pleasant features of the whole affair is to 
hear the ungrudging testimony of the 
foreigners of rival nationalities to their 
shipmates, both foreign and Chinese, 
their courage and skill, and their abso- 
lute silence about their own doings. 

About 3 o'clock the Japanese hauled 
off for consultation, but came on again 
and renewed the battle ; about 5 they 
took their final leave, the Zingyuen and 
Chényuen following them up; this was 
probably a bit of strategy of the Japanese, 
for alter running ten or twelve miles, 
five of them turned round and, to use the 
expressive phrase of a recipient, “ gave 
the big ships hell.” This was apparently 
the last kick, for to the unmitigated 
delight of the res nsible officers they 
finally hauled oft ¢ and disappeared to 
the southward, ‘The two Chinese ships 
had no small ammunition left, and only 
la very limited supply of heavy sheli, 
with which they pounded away at slow 
intervals, as there were two hours of day 
still left. — 


| The Admiral sent on a verbal message 
for the transports to come along, but 


they had gone far up stream when 
they knew what was going on, and 
did not Sol to move wisn oo 
special orders; it was su that 
they had fallen victims to t ae fees nese 
|jwho had returned next day, but this 
figment of the imagination was finally 
dissipated on Saturday when they all 
arrived at Taku. They had left Ta- 
tungkou on Friday, four days after the 
battle, saw the shell of the Chaoyung 
and the tops of the Yangwei on the 
scene of the action ; called in at Port 
Arthur where they saw the six Chinese 
vessels and crossed the Gulf in pet 
safety. 

Whose was the victory ?. 

The Japanese have wired to london 
that they sunk four Chinese ships s 
lost none: there is” no a hey di 
sink directly or pcs y fou 
indeed one more : 


| gave chi 80 Mlle five 
ig, (4) got to their | 
ety saved Pe 


ee re ‘ : : ai CP TS Te RONG es eee a : OS gw. ettmea oe eR 5S at ae ohn ie 
aod SS Mga cen Wty Fy BS. oP ie fe ees J rqee oe? om game pee ere a : PP Gins em) oo ES yee ir ipboelaiiainn ; — ong lt see cmel ewes ~ aneieke noe sina . a 
amr “ oe ay : ~ ms dnemioeranculi is os poral $56: PAP aoe - > = ad + 
- ; - > ? i te (ny rt ROPES OP | AN NOUN Ee nae Te nt 2a ote, $e PR 
3h PLIGG ALONL PR PN PR EN orm h FEES YY a y- ¢ - 4 2 


pity << 
hanes vi panel - nn met a - 
OL ENE OE LIE AS 


rein 


The foreign survivors 
the statement that the J 
ships as a b | 


the Viceroys — k th 


Reg 


q 
: 


The Chinese naval officers are now 
different men ; they profess to be full of 


their past weakue 
rive even a better account of themselves 


The foreigners present differ in 
opinion as to the shooting; one g 
fellow who is badly wounded maintains 
the marked superiority of Friedrich the 
Great of Essen; no doubt under his 
skilled management, Krupp came out 
well ; but his testimony is impaired by | 
the fact that he holds a brief for tha 
eminent ordnance maker : a compatriot 
of his of equal scientific ability is of 
deliberate opinion that the Japan 
fire was rye more accurate, of greater 
range, an ‘more penetratin ve 
hen the Chinese: but the impeetiad 
reader will know that the Japanese 
armament is more modern, and has a far 


greater proportion oth arn ik guns. 
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sives » the Chine: a : oly powder, ee 

There are 252 wounded in the vessels 
at Port Arthur, the injuries of most 
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Japan rejects overtures for peace. Japanese troops 


entering into Manchuria. 
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October 30, Chinese forces have been defeated at 


l-/ Chiglien cheng - have retreated to Moukden. Japanese have 
taken one fort at Port Arthur - they propose to take others 
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Washington. J ee 


November 3. I send by telegraph at the expense of 
China the following:- The Princes and Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamen to his Excellency Charles Denby. Yesterday we handed 
your excellency a despatch concerning the Chinese- Japanese 
question,but as Your Excellency has but recently returned the 
‘Siete’ wonete of the affair may have escaped your attention ad 
and we therefore write this supplementary note. Krea's trubuta- 
ry relations with China had existed some three hundred years 
and were recorded in state papers set forth in treaty documents 
and never before questioned. Last summer an insurrection broke 
out in Chu-La-Do and at the Kings pressing request the Emperor, 
in accordance with existing rules,dispatched a couple of thou- 
sand troops to suppressit. Their arrival had an immediate effett, 
and their return was about to be arranged for when suddenly 
Japanese soldiers also made their appearance who without going 
to the sceneof trouble went straidgt to the capital Seoul and 
in a few days their numbers grew to over ten thousand. There- 


upon there were negotiations for mutual withdrawal but Japan 


refused to withdraw and subsequently rejected a further proposal 
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Peking Cipher 2 


ne aye 


8$e-—-tr6 
that the troops of both should be moved back se—far to avoid 


eo1lisionand give time for settlement. In short, in every 
particular and at every point China acted reasonably and 

with a due regard to circumstances and the originSt despatch 
of troops was entirely in order and meant selther seizure of — 
territory nor desire for war. While in the very middle of 
these attempts to find a solution the "Kowshing" affair oc- 
curred and that was speedily followed by the news of the fight 
at Yashan. Such were the doings of Japan and nothing remained 
for China but to accept a war. But the troops of China differ 
from those of foreign countries. Other powers have their sol- 
diers for aggressive and defensive warfare whereas those of 
China have been simply for the preservation of internal quiet 
and we have no army on a war footing. Japan on the other hand 
since the beginning of the present reign has been changing 
and in every thing adopting western methods so that her army 
is now like that of any western power, and naturally Chinese 
soldiers have not been very successful in the engagements 
which have taken place. 

China and Japan are the principal powers of the East, 
and their relations should be both friendly and neighborly, but 
the treatment of the Korean question by Japan has brought war. 

Inasmuch as, even if successful, both must be suffer- 

oh. Bnd nant Yess battle was followed by China-with another 
attempt: at ae atin 
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Tokio cipher 53. 
A As Asiatic empires, China and Japan have no need to 
hurt each other; and besides being connected by treaties Japan 
“has no other difficulty with (up) nor any cause of offense to 
take hold of. 
Unexpectedly Japan has pushed forward her troops 
and refused negotiation. How account for such action? ‘She has 
now crossed the Yalu river and entered Chinese territory in 
force. She is threatening the three Eastern Provinces and even 
an attack on the capital - Peking - is said to be contempla- 
ted. 
As for Japan, victory and defeat are not always a cer- 
tainty, and she may fall short of her aim; and as for our- 
elves, China regards war as both cruel and hazardous and 
is always willing to make sacrifices to prevent it and to 
ppotect life so that although in no way responsible for 
erésent hostilities, there is almost nothing we woypld not do 
to stop them. Internally and externally war will be most 
damaging to ourselves, tu the first instance, but if it 
continues, it must have consequences detrimental to the in- 
terests of others. At the treaty porte, foreign merchants 
wil be unable to conduct their business in peace and in the 
interior it may be difficult to extend full protection to 
missionaries and hence possible further complications and 


this assuredly is not to the interest of mutual intercourse. 


The Emperor desires to maintain and cement the most friendly 
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relations with the President of the United States and is 


equally unwilling to wage a great war against Japan. Besides 


the United States treaty of 1858 with China says: if any 
other nation should agt unjustly or opprssively, the United 


States will exert their good offices, on being informed 
of the case, to bring about an amicable arrangement of the 


question, thus showing their friendly feelings,# and accord- 
ingly the present case the difficult circumstancs in which 
China is placed, should be laid before you. Will your 
Government do us the great favor to intervene to stop war 
and re-establish peace. Such an act would be happy for 
China, happy for every country. " G 

The above is a special appeal to you. To-day Yamen 
convoked the Ministers of England, Prance, Germany, Russia 
and myself to ask us to telegraph our Governments to inter- 
vene to secure peace. She gives as a basis of negotiation, 


independence of Korea, payment war indemnity (amount to 


be decided conjointly by foreign powers friendly to ching), 
_ payable by instalments. 

I recommend mediation as a last effort to save dynasty 

and the empire. 
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November 6. Japanese have taken Foo-Chow in the 
Gulf of Liau-Tung approaching Shanhaikuan.two campaigns 
against Moukden Tien-Tsin. 
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THE BATTLE OF PINGYANG. 
_ Mr. A. B. di 
Mail as follows :— 


The Chinese have boen badly routed and have 
i North toward the Manchurian frontier. It 


fog 84. 


0 0 to 2.1,: 0) of them: had surrounded them- 
with forts a 


.s 
& 


hought im nable, has been taken by th» 
irst division of the Japanese army, about 22,000 
men, after one day’s fighting. The city was de- 
inded by 27 forts, and such an amount of for- 
Mified works that it is estimated that to build 
them in the 40 ‘3 trey spent there 10,000 
|Obinese mast have been at work night and day. 
Ip addition to these fortifications, Pingyang is 
Magnificently protected by nature itself. Built 
On the plateau of a high hill, which it entirely 
ty vers and which is extremely high and steep 
‘at the North, it is nearly surrounded by a wide 
‘Yiver, which protects it at the south, East, and 
West. Not satisfied with the old, high and thick 
stone walls, or with their new fortifications, 
the (hinese crossed the river and built on the 
other bank a long line of forts, well provided 
with many cannon, 3) of which were excellent 
modern quick-firing guns (several Krupps 1890). 
I have explained im a previous letter how I 
went in a military transport from Japan to 
Ohemu!po—from there [ expected to try to join 
the army by land, which would have taken at 
least 8 or 9 days. Upon my arrival, however, 
the commander of the place, General Yenya, 

told me that he was sending a transport to the 

Pingyang river, a 20 honrs’ run by steamer, 
and that [ should pretany be able to reach the 
army ina day and a half. It was considered 
quite safe, as Japanese men-of-war were 
guarding the entrance of the river, and gunboats 
would of necessity escort us. . The river. though 
no steamer had ever entered it, had been survey- 

ed some three years ago by officers of the 
Japanese navy, and had-been reported navigable. | 
After quite a number of experiences, we an- 
_chored about 45 miles up the river and 30 miles 

from Pingyang. the water being too shallow 

for the steamer to proceed further, a number 

of army officers who were on board and myself 

decided to attempt to continue the voyage in 

small sampans, which we had brought on: the 

steamer’s deck They are fiat boats, of the 

shape of our row-boats, and of course uncovered. 


, . += % . ae > 3 + by . ; = ‘ front of the 
We left at 7 in the evening. Two sampans were | fated the Chinese at A-san. In 
loaded with provisions and dmaiauition for the || TY t the Ohinese boy a pe Pha eine, | 
army, another had twenty soldiers on board, and ful cua ei yr » ry Ohi oy ee : 
the fourth, beside 8 and Japanese servant, © of — h dhs ong ‘le’ " erende 7 
10 officers and 3 “sdldiers, It was pitch dark || “2@me-ame the approaches, oa ee COVOTS 


when we 


y 


biack mouritains-was most impressive. Packed 
like sardines in a box, we managed, however, to 
| sleep until about 4 a.m., when I was suddenly 

wakened by the rain. Wa were in a dingo fog, 
}and soakiug wet. by companions, howeyer, did 
‘mot seem to notice it and kept on j ‘Ss 
only Japanese can do. When at 


, depressed, ¢s 
_ slippers, and 


the river: 
e arrived in 


a 


do Guerville writes to the Japan} bt 


is likely they will not stop antil they get there, | Bh 
ang, the famous stronghold, where from | oun: 


fortifications, which they ‘diffi 


sailed, aud [ must say this night trip, | 
up an unknown river surrounded by immense. | 


A : a % & 
shjma, the remainthg division mgiaritne 
anc er-in-chief, General Nozu, es be 8 é 


the map [ sent you, took ite page 
of Pingyang, the second ™ ; 
, UAB third west, " Meanwhile, » brigads 
gem direot from Japan to Gonsan” ha hs 
m from there and seized the Northern re 


2" 
oe 


| 


It would have been impossible to use waggons, 
as there are no roads at all. ‘his beth one of 
the most mountaiveus countries in the world, 
aod even paths being scarce, one can easily 
imagine the difficulty met with by a whole army 
in march, In addition there were a great many 
wide and deep rivers, and not one bridge to 
cross them.. In spite of the fatigue and suffer- 
ing, the soldiers never lost their spirits —they 
were as well disposed, as full of hope and energy, 
‘as happy, as good-natured, and as joyful at the 

rival as they were at the start. 1b must be 
dehat thisarmy is magnificent. Tho men are 
sii@iressed, their arms as goud as any in the 
, the digipline excellent, [have seen them 
fear forced mafobes, and even after a battle, 
leo ing as well @nd strong as Gould be, We are 
oustomed to hear of the ‘‘ small” Japanese, 
but the soldiers of the first division are far from 
short, and até the best builé men in the world. 
is they can compre with many European. 


ae 


In th yan ¢ } 
troops, and especially with the Ltalian troops, 
Pwhich. saw manouvring a few months 
since, an 

In the afternoon of the 14th the Commander- 
in-chief having heard from the different detach- 
f ments that they had arrived and had taken up 
liner positions, sent word back to the.a that 


they should begin the attack before daylight the 


ollowing day. ; His 

“At@a.m. on the 15th Gen. Oshima’s division 
marched forward. These soldiers have done 
Mi the fighting since the beginning of the 
hey are the troops who foughtand de- 


trees and thick bush. These men 


Ww 2 : sin. and Port-Arthur, and there- 
‘ope part of Li Hung-chany’s bost troops. They 
| were armed with exdellent riflos and madea 


daring, and great fight. They were far 
erior be ae other troops. General Oshima 
sad bardiy 3,0) men to fight these 5,000 and 
soir forts, It was from the beginning a hard 
‘oumht and deadly battle. The Chinese were on 
he #lert and poured a continued and well direct- 
rometne quick-firing guns of the forts, 
# eiicient rifle firing from the bushes. 
panese, however, managed to gain ground 
7 little and at 3 in the afternoon they had 
the Chinese from the bush. At that time 

'} General Oshima was wounded in the side by a 
1 rifle shot, and considering that it would be dark 
“before six, and that his men had had neither 


e - Chinese Were therefore completely a n 


1§ B Ubinese troops, cities and villages had been’ 


food nor water since 2 a.m., and that nothing 
couid be had on the battle-field, he decided to go 
back to his last camping-place. * 

The other detachments had also” the 
attack before daylight. General Tateami, after 


a hard struggle, by 2 pm. was master of the! 7 


forts and hills commanding the city from th 
Bast, and but a few hundred yards from the 
walls. He then brought together all the artil- 
lery at his disposal to bombard = ~ and 
make an opening in the high walls for his troops 
to enter the city. Soon after three, the Chinese 
raised the white flag above the gate just oppo. 
site his guns. Firing was stopped, and the Ohi- 
nese Commander sent word, begging that the 
bombarding be stopped and promising that he 
would surrender the oity at daybreak. 
General, who was anxions to give his soldiers 
rest and something to eat, agreed tothis. At § 
p.m., however, when darkness was complete, the 
whole (hinese army made a sortie en masse e 
ing to foree their way through the troops of the 
Commander-in-chief, General Notzu. Failing 
to do so, they threw their whole cavalry, about 
1,250 horses against the Sato detachment come 
manding the northern road. They were ree 
ceived with a terrific fire, which killed 250 
them. At this minute, taking speartenley of 
the disorder in which the shooting had put them, 
450 Japanese cavalry-men, who were posted be« 
(ween the Nogu and Sato's detachments, made a 
glorious charge. They came like thunder and 
lightning upon the Chinese, cutting them to 
pieces aud killing 500 of them. At this place, 
in front of the Sato’s position, the dead bodies 
of 27) Chinese soldiers and 310 horses wene 
found in a space of 200 yards. While thig 
fighting was going on, however, the remain. 
der of the Chinese army managed to escape, 
going north by some unknown paths in the 
mountains. hen we entered the city the fol 
lowing morning, it was altogether d 
Most Koreans had fled from it before the 
arrival of the Chinese, and the few who had re. 
mained had run away with the Chinese, fearing 
to be killed by the Japanese. The sight pre- 
sented by Pingyang, I shall never forget. 
Everywhere was ruin upon ruin. Every house 
has been thrown opan, doors and windows smashe 
ed, and chests and boxes broken and sacked 
the Chinese. Hundreds of dead Chinamen 
Koreans, horses, oxen, pigs, and dogs 
lying in their blood, the odors being sti 
worse than the sight. A few scared and vark 
dogs and some small black pigs running in 
directions were the _z living things to be 
seen. ‘Ihe dirt and filth were beyond dew 
scription. While part of the different detach: 
ments were taking quarters as ordered before.. 
hand, the Commander-in-chief and Etat-Major, | 
marched across the city to the palace whi ad 
been left a few hours since by the Chinese 
General. It is a large building surrounded by’ 
several belts of stone wails, on high grot 


‘seemed 60, SI 


} had often seen him and other officials in 


overlooked the city. It is composed of a very: 
supported by wooden colamns painted red. 


large hall, used also as a reo room, sure « 
mounted by an immense Chinese carved = 
The front is entirely open and no doors 
or windows—the left and back are closed by 


per windows; to the right, two doors’ 
lead to three rooms. Back of this main build.’ 
ing are several small ones, In the hall 


we found the head of a young and brilliant 
Japanese Lieutenant who had been wounded 
the day before while leadiog his ounpent. 
assault of a gh ea different Ohinese 
the tieads of over apanese 
found, frightfally mutilated, The 
General having -off:red consioas 
money, not only for a. Japanese head, 
for partbof & head so much Bolle os i 
ear, many poor and innocent Koreans | 
killed, not only by Chinese bat 
nd ib seems to me high tim 
ie of the world shou 


their indignation to the Peking Govern 
there isnot she slightest doubt that orders 


came from. ar aedey roves 
and ra left ind, Wg 
lots, Dan: plans, ew.,. 0) mates. 
ral. How oan land Mppyre 
such barbarians as the Chinese, espe 
n ‘ on — ee of Tight anc ‘ 
Especia w © Japanese are 
of war taken hete Were trea 
Japanese soldiers @ 
morning. Never be 
able lot of wild-lookim piares. 
more like beasis and a om, rh eo 
Sie undoubtedly the” dirtie: 
ever put eyes on—amons 
commander and ‘e number ofof My 
talk an interproter. presen 
ior , the life out of them. What 
was the * Foreign devil” doing here? It is 
not surprising, a8 [ am the only oreigaer here, 
and my quick arrival in spite of so maay diffi- 
apanese themselves. 
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culties has surprised Ahe 
My presence has created quite a sensation. ‘The 
Chinese Commander’ upon any arrival took a 
Sphinx-like attitude—I opened the conversation 
by saying that I know Li Hung-chang wee 


tsin. The expression on his face immediately 
obanged ; he brightened up, smiled, and ¢x- 
claimed ;— 

Oh! he is China’s great man, Tf he had al. 
ways been listeoed to, China would now be in 
another position, I knew the Amerigan Consul 
in Tientsin | 25 el a 

Indeed! and do you know Mr. Toneey, ee 
Secretary of the Uonsulate who is the of 
Li Hung-chang’s boys? ee a Se 

Oh yes, very nice man, I see you know 
Tientsin | e _ f 

Yes, Row are you treated here? 

Oh | so well | so very well !|—we aré 
meals a day, rice and water, fresh. © 
‘ at you not glad they did no cut of your 

ead ee 7 te 

Oh! no words could express our feelings, no 
words, it is too good, [ caunot understand 16 

Simply, because Japan is a civilised country. 
Are you not ashamed, seeing this, of the way 
you treated Japanese oP ag a 

Yes, but it is habit and orders from high 

laces. es ns 
4 I saw the Chinese prisoners at Ujina, in Japan; 
they .were well treated and well provided for, 
and the Chinese residents in Ja are under 
protection of the government and have not been 
annoyed. 

Oh | it is very strange and good ! 

How do you explain your defeat and the 
victory of the Japanese? The Commander shook 
his head. : 

I cannot understand, no I cannot, such a 
strong place and strong forts. T’he Japanese 
soldiers and arms mnst be very good, I think 
better than the French in Tonkin. Canton un. 
derstand. ) | 

From there I went to the hospital, where the 
Chinese wounded are given as good and attentive 


care as if theyewere Japanese. There are 210 of'_ 1 HiaVevisited the camps and forts of the Chi. 
them, ‘The place is admirably arrange and the nese. These last are very well built, but what: 
surgeons I saw abwork (modern school of sur- filth whd dirt everywhere! The camps are full 
gery of course) catting legs and arms, extrac- 6f cooking and porcelain utensils, saddles, 
ting bullets, ete., did it with surprising skill. | bridlesy and harness. Everywhere on the walls, 
The quickness and dexterity of the aides,in wash-,9n the paths out in the country, are found piles 
ing the wounds, seWing then? up, dressing them »,* excellent cartridges of different calibre, most- 
and etc., were amazing. Better could not be}y ;4f Winchester and Martini rifles. Arms of 
done in the New York qiierlin hospitals. I haveg)] de:Oription have been picked up, from the 
already mentioned that the Red Cross amba- Gnest modern rifles to the oldest swords, 
tances, as all the obher services of the Japan-Jances, utrows, spears, etc,, and rifles used a 
ese, were perfection,’ The Chinese have none. century ago, some long and thin like an Arabian 
The surgeon’s apparatus, medicines, bandages, gun. Buk the strangest sight of all is to meet, 
etc., the whole as complete as ssible aré'at evéry two or three steps, the Chinese uni- 
carried in large lacquer chests divided IntO.forms of blue cotton with large red bands, and 
‘drawers and compartments. Only ‘three of the’}undreds of long queues. As soon as the 
‘Chinese wounded have died. The others have, QGpinesesoldier finds out that he is beaten, 
recovered, or at leash are in“ a fair way of\}. throws off his uniform and outs his 
getting well again. In returning from heir in’ the hope of passing himself for a 
there I witnessed two interesting scenes. Korean! A hair dealer would make a fortune 
I was talking with the Commander-in- j,, coming here and picking the endless 
chief,: General Nozu, when four Chinese pum of queues, The Chinese left be- 


were brought to the palace. The poor pind them (besides millions of fleas, which seem 


vent them being arrested by the advanced and colours. The losses on the side of Japan 
guards, or by men-of-war, they were given pass- gre 8 officers killed—26 wounded—154 soldiers 
ae The lev! killed, 421 wounded. About 1,00) Chimese were 
hey look killed and 700 made piisoners. The number of 
wo Wee. | wounded is supposed to be about 2,000. Gen»ral 
noticed none of #hem had a « Kea ‘I'so Ka-okin is reported to have been killed. 
. ny 16 As I have said, I am the only foreigner here. 

I am the guest of Commander-in-chief, General 
a ® Nozu, at the staff’s head-quarters. The three 
rbarism: Behind )ittle rooms in the palace are occupied by the 


the 1686 woman, the only General and his aides and secretary. In the 

one of her sex, Linese found in this Iarge hall, or reception room, there isa large 

deserted city. She looked very pretty, interest- 1), iform ull which the Chinese Oommander used 

ing, and lady like, in short, quite civilised. }, swith his staff. It is covered with the finest 

ec bie: ooh he d a bit and spoke freely. [ of mats. Screens have been placed around, 
n A 


thé previous evening cooking and it is now my bed room. The nights are 
some food for some Sepepoes soldiers. and had a, siberian as the days are tropical, but 
vou iy hate 3 soman could possibly fortunately the Chinese Commander has left 
appen to heres é 


is the wife of the 


ra phic operator of ded with the softestof furs. 1 enjoy theri im. 
h annoyed at sil, ensely. The Japanese officers are doing all 
a been supplied 51, the power to bring the Koreans back to 
nite wonder +), .irg cities.’ These are getting to understand 
that they wg" nothing _ fear from tha 
. Japanese; On the contrary; they can get a great 
enemy's wife, has been treated with the utmost deal of money from Saualy as the | etait never 

take a thing but pay well for all that is brought 
‘Wethem. Every day sees the number of return- 


a : ae ’ . * d 
and for the magnificent discipline and behaviont 3 ah come Enemas and even some woman 


of her soldiers, I do not know what will. Ih 


‘Rave seen. It is simply too admirable to be ‘Yamapata. will 
described. Japan is proving that she has aright shall tt proceed North to Wi-ju, on the 

and @-.seal one to be considered as @ great Ohinese frontier, where the Chinese will make 

civilisednation. Itis high time for the Foreign _nother attempt at fighting, it is supposed. 


younger sister. England has already revised ° 


English residents in Japan Leoone 


certainly will) 
does her enem 
these, will be 


No T learned that she behind some fine silk and velvet. blankets, Dad. | 


, several Regiments are pursuing the Chinese. ) 
‘We shall stay here until the 25th, when General | 
arrive to take command. We. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CiPHeR. 
a 


OPO “ 


Brom Peking, 


Nov. 10. 1894. ) 
fl “A 


QRESHAM, w Novi4 1894 
Washington, D.C. 
, November 10. Yamen favorably inclined to accept 
sole mediation of the President-if Japan accepts China will 
instantly. China embarrassed by the proposition made by them 
to the five other powers to intervene and cannot give positive 
‘answer to your proposal until she knows whether they will in- 
tervene or not. 
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